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hello and welcome

Anniversaries seem like a natural point at which to reflect on past experiences, changes 

and progress, as well as to look forward to the future! And here at Castlehaven, as 

we’ve approached our 30th birthday, we’ve been thinking lots about the history of the 

Community Centre, and how we’ve both influenced and grown with the community 

that surrounds us. 

Castlehaven was founded in the mid 1980s by local residents who were concerned 

about the lack of local community resources, and as part of our celebrations we were 

keen to try and recognise and celebrate the positive contribution we have made – 

and continue to make - in the local area. However, as we talked to local residents and 

started to look back at our own history, we also became increasingly keen to learn 

more about the unique history of our community itself.

Inspired by our series of local history talks, and with the help of a dedicated bunch of 

our Ageactivity 60+ members and other local residents, we started to delve back in 

time to uncover the physical, social and political changes that have made Castlehaven 

the place it is today. The booklet you are holding in your hands is the result of this 

four-month project, and we hope you will enjoy reading it as much as we’ve enjoyed 

putting it together!

N.B. We have chosen to focus our research on our immediate area, which we will refer 

to as ‘Castlehaven’. No such area exists officially but it we’d like to think that for staff, 

service users and local residents it is very real indeed!

Special thanks to: Yvonne Osborne, Nick Cosgrave, Michael O’Doherty, Ray Atkins, 

Helen Corrigan, Irene Turner, Brooke Calverley, Derek Jarman and Father Graeme 

Rowlands for their enthusiasm and assistance in researching this booklet.

The Heritage Project research team, June 2016
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maps

Figure a) ‘Castlehaven’ – the area in which we focused our research. Bordered by Prince of Wales 
Road in the North, Hawley Crescent in the South, and Kentish Town Road and Harmood St/ Chalk 
Farm Road in the East and West, respectively.
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Figure b) Castlehaven as countryside – a map from 1804, showing our 
area as fields

Figure c) Booth’s poverty map from 1898-99 showing the variable 
social status of Castlehaven at the time. Residents ranged in social 
status from ‘Fairly comfortable’ with ‘good ordinary earnings’, to ‘very 
poor’ casual workers with ‘chronic want’. Note the different road names 
– ‘Castlehaven Road’ had several different names until 1938.
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Castlehaven: a short history

Like most of the land that we now consider to be part of inner-city London, three 

hundred years ago the Castlehaven area was rolling fields. But how did it change so 

dramatically from countryside to the corner of bustling Camden that we know today? 

Let us take you on a journey back in time!

Milk, hay and bricks: Castlehaven in the 1700s

Castlehaven in the 1700s would probably have been unrecognisable to today’s 

residents. Mainly meadowland, our local area was part of the estate of Dr James 

Hawley of Leybourne Grange in Kent (inspiration for the local street names ‘Hawley 

Road’ and ‘Leybourne Road’). The fields were primarily used for dairy farming, and 

cows would have grazed along the open banks of the River Fleet, producing milk for 

London’s ever - growing population. 

Main roads ran along the edge of our site from Hampstead towards central London, 

and the only means of travel were on foot or by horse. Weary travellers would have 

stopped for refreshment at the famous Castle Inn (originally sited in what is now Castle 

Road), which was by then already over a century old. The inn had extensive grounds, 

which included a skittle ground and tea gardens, and it often attracted day-trippers 

seeking to escape the hustle and bustle of London.

In the later part of the 18th century, dairy farming in the area partly gave way to 

the production of hay for the capital’s working horses. Some fields became nursery 

gardens and orchards – it has been argued that the last remnants of their fruit trees 

could be found in back gardens along Harmood Street well into the 1970s! - whilst 

others were used for brickmaking. 

Castle Inn in 1800
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Early 19th Century: ‘Picturesque gardens’  
and the building of Regents Canal

At the turn of the 19th Century, Castlehaven was still fields, leased by Dr Hawley to a 

Richard Mortimer of Green Street, Highgate Hill. The River Fleet still flowed in the open 

through area, and In 1815 Dr Hawley’s son, Sir Henry Hawley, and his business partner 

Lewis William Buck MP created ‘picturesque gardens’ on part of the estate, watered by 

tributaries of the river. 

Changes were afoot however. 

In 1812 the ‘Regents Canal Company’ was formed. Their aim was to oversee the cutting 

of a new canal from the Grand Junction Canal’s Paddington Arm to Limehouse, where 

a dock was planned at the junction with the Thames. At a time when the only other 

main way of transporting commodities was by cart, waterways enabled the mass 

transport of goods such as timber, coal, building materials and foodstuffs to sustain 

London’s growing population. 

Work began on the canal in October 1812, based partly on designs by the famous 

architect John Nash. By 1815 the canal had reached the bottom of our site, and the first 

ever bridge at Hawley Lock was built. Further new infrastructure would soon spring 

up as a result of the canal, and change our area further - including goods warehouses, 

and the famous ‘Ice Wharf’, where blocks of ice from Norway were stored in huge 

underground wells before being distributed throughout the capital. 

Significantly, the canal also attracted London’s piano industry northward from Fitzrovia, 

as it allowed for the safe and easy transport of wood and delicate finished parts. 

Throughout the 19th Century, London’s population expanded massively as it 

transformed into the largest city in the world, and the capital of the British Empire.  In 

1835, Sir Henry Hawley and Lewis William Buck decided to lease the whole of their 

estate for building. One of the first houses to be built on the Hawley-Buck estate was 

Number 1 Hawley Road, erected next to the village cricket ground in 1837 . And, in 

1841, the initial section of what is now Castlehaven Road (from Chalk Farm Road to the 

railway bridge) was laid out as Grange Road. 
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All change! The coming of the railways

In 1835, the same year that Hawley and Buck decided to lease their estate for building, 

the London and Birmingham railway arrived at Chalk Farm. This was rapidly followed in 

1849 by the North London Line, whose railway viaduct cut straight through the middle 

of our site, and the changes this brought were momentuous.

Whilst the Regent’s Canal (completed in 1820) enabled the establishment of 

new commercial interests in the Camden area, the coming of the railways further 

encouraged a huge northward spread of industry, and brought associated population 

growth. In the mid to late 1800s hundreds of small factories sprang up in and 

around our site, largely focused on the manufacture of scientific instruments and the 

production of components for pianos. 

As the Camden and Kentish Town area emerged as the leading site for piano 

manufacture in the world, workers flocked to the area. Other major employers included 

Gilbey’s, the wine merchants and distillers, who took on the lease of the Roundhouse 

as a warehouse in 1869, and Goodalls in Great College St, the world’s largest 

manufacturers of playing cards.

New workers jostled for space alongside those who had already come to work on and 

around the railways, and those who had been displaced by the building of the new 

lines and stations. As in the rest of London, the local community grew significantly 

in a short space of time, and this brought challenges as well benefits. In 1898, when 

Charles Booth explored our area as part of his effort to map poverty levels in London, 

he recorded local residents who were ‘fairly comfortable’ due to their steady earnings, 

living alongside multiple very poor, casual workers in cramped dwellings. Crime and 

prostitution were commonplace.

Castlehaven’s new residents oversaw a range of other changes in our area too. In 1846 

Reverend David Laing obtained a lease of ground at the west end of Clarence Road 

(now Clarence Way), and in 1847 opened a school for the education of 600 children 

from the neighbourhood. Laing was also central to the building of Holy Trinity Church 

(at the edge of the current Castlehaven site), which was completed and consecrated in 

1850. Frances Mary Buss, the early pioneer of women’s education also lived in Clarence 

Road around this time, and worked alongside Laing. 

As well as educators, the late 19th century also saw the start of an influx of creatives 

to the area – with celebrated painters and writers making their homes in and around 

Castlehaven. 

Whilst the new churches and schools catered for the souls of our community, at the 

end of a long day local workers needed their thirst quenching, and by the late 1800s 

there were nine pubs in our tiny neighbourhood alone! As in the rest of Camden, 

these were often rather rowdy establishments, and two of them – The Victory and The 

Railway Tavern (now The Lock Tavern) were even scenes of violent crimes.
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Cinemas and omnibuses: the beginning of the 20th Century

The dawn of the 20th century brought less upheaval, but our area continued to be 

influenced by wider social, political and economic changes. 

1914 saw the outbreak of World War I. The 19th Battalion, London Regiment had its first 

headquarters near Regent’s Park, and later had a drill hall in Pratt St, and attracted many 

working class recruits from the railway yards and densely populated areas of Camden 

Town, Kentish Town and Somers Town. During the war, men from Camden fought in 

countries including France, Germany, Macedonia and Palestine; many never returned 

home. On the home front, Castlehaven residents experienced local zeppelin bombing 

raids and food and fuel shortages.

Following World War I, the local piano industry began to decline, due to a decrease in 

demand for pianos, which were considered to be old fashioned. Local residents continued 

to work on the railways and in an array of local industries however, making everything 

from leather goods to bicycles. A big local employer was the coach works in Harmood St, 

which began to operate motorbuses in and out of central London in the 1920s. 

Whilst the area was certainly not a particularly wealthy one, during peacetime local 

residents were able to enjoy new trends and pastimes. In 1911 an open-air ‘Garden 

Cinema’ opened at No. 1 Prince of Wales Road; it operated during the summer months 

until it was replaced in 1913 by a new indoor cinema opposite. Local pubs remained 

popular, and in the 1930s regular Saturday dances were held at the Holy Trinity 

Memorial Hall on Hawley Road.

Houses continued to be built and local streets to shift and change. In 1938, Grange Road 

and Victoria Road were finally united, and renamed ‘Castlehaven Road’, after Elizabeth, 

Countess of Castlehaven. Her name was chosen at random from a grave in Old St 

Pancras Church.

Camden High Street c. 1900, looking towards Chalk Farm Road
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Castlehaven at War

Like the rest of London, the Second World War brought yet more significant change to 

the local community. As in previous years, the railways made their presence felt in the 

area – this time because they were the focus of bombing raids by enemy planes. 

Whilst many in our community went off to fight, other local residents were hastily 

enrolled as air raid wardens, volunteer fire fighters, Home Guard members and medical 

workers. As in the first World War, among other hardships, they endured food and fuel 

rationing, and other shortages.

As Castlehaven’s residents rallied round to help the war effort, their homes, families 

and community were decimated by nightly attacks. The Holy Trinity Memorial Hall 

was used as a rest centre for victims of bombing, until it was itself damaged during 

the Blitz. On the night of 6th July 1944, 22 people were killed in Hawley Road, many 

of whom had been sheltering in a communal street shelter. The same year, the top 

of the Holy Trinity Church spire was knocked off by a ‘doodlebug’ – a V1 flying bomb 

(the 1947 film ‘It Always Rains on a Sunday’ was filmed in and around the area, and in 

several of the scenes you can see the stump of the spire still in place). 

Camden Town Tube Station after a heavy night of bombing, October 1940
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Rubble, regeneration and the birth of  
Castlehaven Community Association

Following World War II, the site on which the Community Centre exists today lay derelict. 

Houses along Hawley Road, Clarence Way and Castlehaven Road had been badly 

bombed, and despite a programme of redevelopment which saw the building of local 

housing estates  (started by St Pancras Council, and continued by the newly formed 

Camden Council in 1965), a patch of wasteland lay at the centre of the community.

In the 1970s, the southern edge of our site saw a small weekly craft market begin to 

develop into the large complex of markets that today makes up the world famous 

Camden Market. 

The 1980s signaled a turning point for our area. Recognising the benefits of a shared 

space for the community, Camden residents including Jock Stallard, MP for North St 

Pancras, fought for many years to have a large area of bomb – damaged land turned 

into a recreational space. And, in 1985, a group of local residents concerned about 

the lack of community facilities for children and older people in the community rallied 

together and formed Castlehaven Community Association. 

The 1980s – today

In the early 1980s Camden Council started working on a new initiative, with the aim of 

establishing a community centre within ‘pram-pushing distance’ of every resident in the 

borough. As part of this effort they were starting to engage with local residents to identify 

how and where community centres could be established to best serve residents needs.

Simultaneously, a group of residents who were concerned about the lack of local 

resources for children and older people, came together with the aim of establishing a 

centre in the Castlehaven area.

Camden Council agreed, and provided funding for a local Community Development Worker. 

Current CEO Eleanor Botwright saw the position in the Guardian newspaper and applied. 

As Castlehaven had no building, Eleanor was interviewed in the existing 

neighbourhood centre on the corner of Malden Road. Her first desk was in a portakabin 

on the current Talacre site. 
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The Old Piano Warehouse

As well as community engagement, one of the new worker’s key responsibilities was 

to identify a potential premises. Like many of the buildings in the area, number 23 

Castlehaven Road had once been a piano warehouse. It was derelict and only had half 

a roof (the other half was the hessian material used for backing pianos!), but it had 

potential.

Money was secured from Camden Council and various charitable trusts to refurbish the 

warehouse, and in July 1986 Castlehaven Community Centre opened for business! 

Serving the needs of local residents, the primary rationale for the centre was to 

provide services for local young people and older members of the community, and the 

first activity was a summer playscheme for local children. 

‘We had no admission policy, we had no numbers policy, we had nothing and were 

absolutely inundated with kids! ...It was chaos but everybody had a great time’

It was a massive success, and when the schools went back in September, CCA also 

started provision of an Under 5s drop in session.

A project for older members of the community was established at the same time, 

by all accounts, in an equally chaotic way to the early children’s activities! However, 

the centre provided activities including a bingo afternoon, card games, local history 

project, baking and knitting and sewing, which would later became part of the hugely 

successful Ageactivity 60+ programme.

The Old Piano Warehouse, late 1980s
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The late 80s – A new community centre, the beginnings of the 
sports pitch and a shooting…

After this initial success, CCA continued to grow, and it soon became clear that the Old 

Piano Warehouse would not cater enough for future expansion plans. In 1987 CCA took 

over a patch of ground on the other side of the railway arches, and the growing CCA 

team started to fundraise for the building of a new community centre building. Building 

work was completed, and on Eleanor’s birthday - 24th March 1988 – the team were 

handed the keys.

Whilst the team and the local community began to enjoy the new building, parts of 

our immediate area were still quite run down. The area which is currently the sports 

pitch was home to a concrete space filled with tall planters which created ideal cover 

for drug use and criminal behaviour. The large site also provided challenges for 

development in that it encompassed multiple different levels and areas, such as the 

space under the arches which had until recently housed a fruit and veg store.

Further problems came when a traveller community decided to set up on the site. 

Initially there was uneasy peace, with their children using the after school club at the 

centre, but when a rival group also moved in tensions flared. Things came to a head 

one night when Eleanor was working late, alone in the building, and some of the 

travelers started taking potshots at a half open office window with an air rifle!   

The two groups were eventually moved on by the Council after a High Court ruling 

and, after extensive negotiations with Railtrack and the raising of more funds, CCA 

were able to clear the site and look into setting up a sports pitch. A huge grant from 

Littlewoods – who were looking to raise the profile of their football pools, as they came 

under increasing commercial pressure from the new National Lottery – enabled the 

leveling of the site and the building of a football pitch.

The CCA soup kitchen
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The early 90s – Graffiti and a soup kitchen

By the early 90s the new pitch was up and running, with a ‘very rickety fence’ 

stabilized by wooden boards. Graffiti was a big problem at the time, and the general 

consensus was that communities should try to alleviate this by allowing a dedicated, 

contained space in which people could paint. CCA gave the boards around the new 

pitch over to this to try and prevent graffiti across the rest of the site; unfortunately 

this gesture of goodwill backfired  when a ‘professional’ graffiti artist bullied local 

children off the boards, and they proceeded to paint everywhere. The television 

channel MTV was launched around the same time, and CEO Eleanor Botwright 

recalls them using images of the CCA site to depict areas of ‘urban decay’! CCA were 

subsequently forced to crackdown on graffiti and work with Camden Council to get 

the site cleaned up, and the pitch resurfaced.

Another key initiative for Castlehaven during the 90s and early 2000s was the soup 

kitchen, which ran out of the Old Piano Warehouse on Mondays and Thursdays.

‘I never knew whether to call it a success or an indication of the absolute appalling 

poverty in the area, because we’d have as many as 100 people queueing up’

The kitchen was staffed by offenders on probation, who fed anyone that turned up – 

whether they were hungry, impoverished or just liked the look of what was on offer. 

Food came from the charity Fareshare and - in an indication of the kind of work that 

was going on in Camden at the time – from local photographers who donated food 

leftover from photoshoots. In 2001 soup kitchen users even benefited unexpectedly 

from the ongoing foot and mouth crisis when a local catering company donated 

several hundred hospitality lunchboxes, after the Ascot race meeting was cancelled.  

Any food that was leftover was donated to Hare Krishna. Unfortunately the soup 

kitchen initiative had to come to an end with the building of the new Haven building in 

the 2000s, and tighter insurance restrictions.

Later in the 90s CCA started raising funds to get changing rooms built next to the 

football pitch. The chequered history of the area resurfaced as these were being built 

- the changing room foundations had to be pile driven as a result of the uneven terrain 

leftover from the bombing of the locale during WWII. 

During the 90s, Hawley Road still ran between the Old Piano Warehouse building and 

the sports pitch. Previously, the arches in between what is currently the Haven Building 

and the Community Centre had been a garage, and cars would be driven up the stretch 

of road to access it. CCA successfully campaigned to get the road closed off however, 

so that local residents could cross safely from the Old Piano Warehouse to the pitch. 

Not many people know, but despite the road being blocked at both ends by bollards, 

it is still officially a highway, and CCA still have to get permission to have it ‘closed’ for 

events so people don’t get parking tickets!
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The 00s – The Haven building

By the early 2000s it was becoming increasingly clear that the Old Piano Warehouse was 

no longer fit for purpose. Despite CCA’s best efforts the building was showing its age, and 

funding was sought to have it knocked down and a new building built. Money was secured 

from Camden Council and the National Lottery, and work started on what is now the 

Haven building.

Whilst the building works were in progress the Youth Project had a temporary home 

across the road at number 18 Castlehaven Road. Funded under the Government’s ‘Senior 

Youth Inclusion Programme’ initiative, at that time the project was primarily targeted at 

local kids who were at risk of being drawn into crime and antisocial behaviour. There were 

‘some hairy moments’ but lots of fun moments too, and the project continued to thrive 

when it moved to into the new Haven building and opened up to a broader audience. 

Another very successful project at this time was an after school club for 8-13 year olds.

‘The after-school club was really needed and gave a lot of joy’

This the club fed into another ‘link’ club for older kids, which in turn fed into the youth club. 

Sadly funding for both of the after school clubs was cut with the first round of austerity 

cuts in the late 2000s.

Castlehaven today – and looking forward

Today, Castlehaven Community Association continues to go from strength to strength. 

From humble beginnings, we now occupy a four acre campus in the centre of our 

community, and deliver services to over 10,000 people every year. The focus is still on 

providing services for children and older people, but with our sports programme and 

other activities we are beginning to expand to other age groups. Key programmes include 

our Under 5s sessions, our Youth Club and our Ageactivity project for over 60s, and we 

continue to focus on providing support and services for local people from all walks of life.

Autumn 2016 will see the opening of our ‘Littlehaven Nursery’, our 30th Anniversary 

Festival and various other projects – and we can’t wait to see what the future holds!

Why not come along and get involved in the next chapter?
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Famous Castlehaveners

A host of renowned artists, writers, educators and even a famous naturalist have lived 

in and around Castlehaven over the past few centuries! 

Here are just a few:

•  Robert William Buss (1804 – 1975) lived in Clarence Road (now Clarence Way) in the 

1840s. A painter and etcher, he is perhaps best remembered for his illustrations in 

Dickens’ The Pickwick Papers

•  Frances Mary Buss (1827 – 1894), Robert’s daughter also lived with the rest of the 

Buss family in Clarence Road. She was a suffragist and an early pioneer of women’s 

education, and started a school there. She later went on to found the North London 

Collegiate School for Ladies and the Camden School for Girls, and was the first 

person ever to use the title ‘Headmistress’.

•  In the 1840s sisters and writers Harriet and Rose Acton lived in a terrace where 

Welford Court now stands, and had a volume of their poetry published whilst living 

there. In the early 1900s another writer, Frederick Lawrence, author of a biography of 

Henry Fielding, lived at 41 Hawley Road.

•  The genre and landscape painter Edward John Cobbett lived at No. 23 Hawley 

Road in the 1850s. He exhibited at the Royal Academy between 1833 and 1880. 

Multiple other genre and landscape painters also lived in our area in the second half 

of the 19th Century – including Patrick Campbell Auld, a painter of Scottish scenes, 

Barbadian artist Haynes King and watercolourist William Harris Weatherhead. 

•  Prolific naturalist Henry Walter Bates (1825 – 1892) lived at No. 22 Harmood St in 

the 1860s. Bates spent over a decade exploring the Amazon, where he collected 

over 14,000 species of insects, animals and birds, many of which were new to 

science. He was an important advocate of Darwin, and principal official at the Royal 

Geographical society until his death.

Frances Mary Buss Henry Walter Bates
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Railways and waterways

New transport systems – namely the building of the Regent’s Canal and the 

London and Birmingham Railway, and the North London line – brought huge 

changes to our area during the Victorian era. They allowed for the growth of 

industry, and the creation of jobs for local residents, but also brought dirt, 

pollution and overcrowding.

In 1835 the London and Birmingham railway arrived at Chalk Farm, and by the 

late 1830s it had passed along the edge of our area and down towards Euston 

where it terminated. Huge, stationary engines were built in the Chalk Farm area 

to power cable hauling devices, which were used to haul trains up the steep 

incline to Camden.

In 1849 the North London Line cut through the middle of what is now the 

Castlehaven site. Built to link the main line with the docks at Poplar, via Bow, it 

opened in 1850 and carried passengers and freight. Today the line is even used 

to transport spent fuel from reactors at Sizewell and Bradwell nuclear power 

stations.

In his novel, Dombey and Sons, Charles Dickens describes the arrival of the 

railway in Camden Town: 

‘a great earthquake…rent the whole neighbourhood to its centre’

One of the themes of the novel is the mixed blessings that the development of 

the railways and the associated industry brought to communities such as ours.

telescopes and pianofortes

In the second half of the 19th Century the Castlehaven area was a centre for skilled 

trades, in particular the manufacture of pianos and scientific instruments such as 

telescopes. Multiple small factories (including the one which would later become 

the CCA’s first home!) employed local people in different parts of the piano making 

process – such as French polishing or keyboard making – and their finished products 

were shipped around the world. 

During this time, local residents would also likely have been employed at Gilbey’s, 

the wine merchants and gin distillers (who owned numerous premises, including the 

Roundhouse, throughout Camden), Goodalls in Great College Street (the world’s 

largest manufacturer of playing cards), and the Idris soft-drink makers, established in 

Pratt St in the 1890s.

Over time our area has seen a huge diversity of trades and employers come and go – 

everything from leather works, iron works and bicycle manufacturers, to fountain pen 

and furniture makers.
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Drunk and disorderly

In the 1800s, pubs were often the focal point of the community. Workers on 

the railway and in the piano factories – who were often laboring in hot and dry 

conditions all day and had a steady income to spend – ensured a thriving drinking 

scene in our local area. 

Unfortunately, local drinking houses often also played host to scenes of violence, 

as warring labourers fought with each other and other crimes unfolded. In 1865, 

the landlord of the Railway Tavern (now the Lock Tavern) was committed to 

trial for causing the death of local surveyor Septimus Hopkins, when he severely 

beat him after he tried to re-enter the pub after being ejected. And, in 1890, the 

Victory Tavern was the scene of a murder after a local builder shot dead Florence 

Varney, the landlord’s daughter, when she refused to walk out with him… 

More recently, in 2008, The Hawley Arms on Castlehaven Road experienced 

tragedy when a fire that originated in Camden market badly damaged the pub. 

Singer Amy Winehouse, a Hawley Arms regular, later mentioned the fire in her 

acceptance speech for Record of the Year at the Grammy Awards.

Other local pubs: The Royal Exchange (Hartland Road - closed); The Nelson 

(Castlehaven Road - closed); The Castle Tavern/ Castle Inn (Castle Road - 

closed); The Stag’s Head (Hawley Road - closed); The Barley Mow Beerhall 

(Harmood St - closed); The Trafalgar Tavern (Castle Road – now ‘Tapping the 

Admiral’)

Castlehaven on screen

The Castlehaven area made its big screen debut in 1948, in ‘It Always Rains 

on Sunday’. Filmed in and around Hartland Road (which stood in for a bomb-

damaged Bethnal Green), the film told the story of a housewife whose life is 

thrown into disarray when her criminal ex lover appears out of the blue. The 

film was one of the most popular movies at the British box office in 1948 and 

it’s stars Googie Withers and John McCallum would go on to marry and have 

lengthy screen careers!

In 2002 Castlehaven once again appeared on screen – although in a very 

different guise – when the band Coldplay chose to film part of their music video 

for ‘The Scientist’ around the community centre. The video was nominated for 

numerous awards, and went on the win the MTV Video Music Award for Best 

Group in the same year.
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our Castlehaven

As part of this project we asked local residents, our service users and staff to share 

their memories of CCA and the local area. There were some real gems!

‘I’d a relative who played at the Roundhouse in the 70s…around the time of the punk 

scene. But he was more of a mod punk!’

‘When I think of Castlehaven – I’m not from Camden, but it feels very homely. And the 

borough itself, and the town, feels that way to me too’

‘I was married in Holy Trinity, here on Hartland Road! It’s lovely. I think two of mine 

were baptized there….and as my son grew older he were in the choir. One of my 

children went to the school as well’

‘Did your children enjoy growing up here?’

‘Oh I think so! Cos two of them don’t live to far away’

‘My husband Peter did quite a few things really. Actually - there was a group, they 

were known as ‘the litterati’ cleaning up all the rubbish in Castlehaven. It was four or 

five chaps on a Sunday morning – Peter, Brooke, Steve, Prosper and Billy, and Steve 

and Billy brought their dogs. With Camden lock there’s so, so much rubbish after a 

weekend. That’s what Pete did…they had their little group’ 

‘Oh the pubs! I worked round in the Lock Tavern – it wasn’t that at the time…We used 

to have the ITV, when it first started in Hawley Crescent, and we had all the stars in and 

they used to drink quite a lot. I met Billy Connolly, I met quite a few…I liked working in 

the pub with all the stars coming in. I got to talk to them. Nice people, until they got off 

their trolleys a little bit. But that happens to the best! I think they’re all rather old now’

‘The Hawley – Amy (Winehouse) used to go in there…Jock Stallard used to play the 

piano in there. We used to go over there to listen to him play the piano. He was rather 

a nice gentleman, he really was’ 

‘I remember one time we had a fake ice skating rink. What could go wrong with an ice 

skating rink?! And the kids got the ice skates on, and they started kicking each other. 

I could see someone’s fingers going...it wasn’t down an hour and my nerves couldn’t 

take it, I said take it up, take it up!’

If you have any special memories of CCA and/or the local area, we’d love to hear them! 

Write to us by emailing hannah@castlehaven.org.uk
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timeline

1760s  Our local area is mainly meadowland, part of the estate of Dr James Hawley of 

Leybourne Grange in Kent. The land is primarily used for dairy farming for the 

provision of milk to Londoners. In the late 18th Century this partly gives way 

to the production of hay for the capital’s working horses. Some fields become 

orchards and nursery gardens, whilst others are used for brickmaking (the area 

which is now Hadley St was a brickworks operated by the Bassett Family)

1800  The area in which Castlehaven is based is still fields, leased by Hawley to 

Richard Mortimer of Green St (Highgate Hill). The future home of CCA is ‘Field 

No. 7’. The River Fleet runs in the open across the area.

1815   Dr Hawley’s son, Sir Henry Hawley, and his business partner Lewis William 

Buck MP (of Hartland, Devon) create picturesque gardens on an area of the 

estate, which is watered by tributaries of the Fleet.

  Construction on the Regent’s Canal continues. The first bridge over the canal 

at Hawley Lock is built. It gradually begins to collapse under the weight of 

road traffic and is replaced in 1876- 77

1820s  Regent’s Canal is completed. 

  The Lock Tavern starts life as ‘The Wellington Arms’, before becoming ‘The 

Railway Tavern’ with the coming of the railways in the following decade. 

Auctions and inquests are regularly held at the pub during the mid-Victorian 

period. In 1865 the landlord Richard Parry is committed to trial for causing the 

death of local surveyor Septimus Hopkins, after he severely beat him as he tried 

to re-enter the pub after being ejected.

1827   Numbers 5 and 6 Harmood Street go on sale. The advert boasts of 

‘uninterrupted views across Hampstead’. 

1837   One of the first houses on the Hawley-Buck Estate, Number 1 Hawley Road, 

is built, near to the site of the village cricket ground. It still survives today, 

surrounded by the new Hawley Wharf development.

1812  The Regent’s Canal Company is formed. Their aim is to cut a new canal 

from the Grand Junction Canal’s Paddington Arm to Limehouse, where 

a dock is planned at the junction with the Thames. Architect John Nash 

plays a part in its design. Work begins on 14 October 1812.

1835   Sir Henry Hawley and Lewis William Buck decide to lease the whole of 

their estate for building as London’s population continues to rapidly grow

 The London and Birmingham railway arrives at Chalk Farm. 
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1847   Harriet and Rose Acton live at No 15 of the terrace now built over by Welford 

Court, and published a volume of poems

1848   The houses along the northern side of Hawley Street (‘Hawley Road West’) 

are known as Hawley Villas. The painter H Lancaster, who exhibited at The 

Royal Society of British Artists lives at No. 2 

  Cattle is kept in pens alongside the roundhouse until 1854. They are herded on 

the hoof along Chalk Farm Road to Smithfield Market.

 The famous Castle Tavern Inn is pulled down.

1851   Camden Road/ Locket’s Coal Depot open a goods depot at no.49 Kentish 

Town Road, alongside the railway arch. The firm was taken over by 

Charringtons in 1922, and the business closed in 1940.

1846   Reverend David Laing obtains the lease of ground at the west end 

of Clarence Road (now Clarence Way) at the annual rate of one 

peppercorn. The building of schools begins. They open in 1847 for the 

education of 600 children from the neighbourhood.

  Robert William Buss (1804 – 1875) artist, illustrator of The Pickwick Papers 

and editor of The Fine Art Almanack lives in Clarence Road (later Clarence 

Way). His daughter Frances Mary Buss was an early pioneer of womens’ 

education, and started a school here. Buss later went on to found the North 

London Collegiate School for Ladies and the Camden School for Girls. She 

was the first person ever to use the title ‘Headmistress’.

1841   The initial section of Castlehaven Road (from Chalk Farm to the railway 

bridge) is laid out as ‘Grange Road’. This later extends into ‘Moreton 

Street’ and ‘Victoria Road’, which all became part of the Castlehaven 

Road we know today.

1849   The railway viaduct of the North London Line cuts through the middle 

of the existing Castlehaven site. In November 1849 seven arches to the 

West of Kentish Town Road collapse due to insecure foundations.

  The ‘Stag’s Head’ pub is built on the corner of Hawley Street and 

Hawley Road

1850   The building of Holy Trinity Church is completed, and the church is 

consecrated on the 15th October.
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1853   Charles Thomas Dixon, a landscape artist who exhibited scenes of Hampstead 

at the Royal Academy, moves into no.5 Moreton St (now Castlehaven Road). 

He lived there until 1856.

  William Buck, George Stucley Buck and Sir Joseph Henry Hawley petition 

unsuccessfully against the parliamentary Bill authorising the Hampstead 

Junction Railway. 

1855   The Free Christian Church is established on the site which Clarence Hall now 

stands on. The church was pulled down after WWII and Clarence Hall erected.

1856  7 The genre and landscape painter Edward John Cobbett lives at No. 23 

Hawley Road. Cobbett exhibited at the Royal Academy between 1833 and 1880.

1860s Numbers 2 – 12 Harmood Street are developed as a coach building works. 

  Barbadian Artist Haynes King, a genre and landscape painter takes rooms 

above the dairy shop at no. 51 Castlehaven Road.

1863   Naturalist Henry Walter Bates (1825 – 1892) lives with his family at no. 22 

Harmood St. Bates spent more than a decade exploring the Amazon, where 

he collected over 14,000 species of insects, animals and birds, many of which 

were new to science. He was an important advocate of Darwin, and principal 

official at the Royal Geographical Society from 1864 until his death.

1865   The piano factory of the London Pianoforte Company, who used the name 

‘Dussek and Dussek’ takes up premises in Castle Mews. It remains here until 

1904.

  Mid 1870s The piano making firm of Hemingway & Thomas take up a premises 

in Lewis St. They remained until about 1907, and the site was taken over a few 

more years by another piano making company, Keith, Prowse & Co.

1880s   James H. Lowes, who painted scenes of moonlit Camden streets and views of 

Hampstead Heath lives at no. 39 Castlehaven Road

1890s  No 104 Harmood St is a lodging house, charging 4-6d a night for a bed.

  Watercolour and genre painter William Harris Weatherhead (1843 – c. 1903) 

lives at No. 12 Torbay St. Weatherhead exhibited at the Royal Academy and 

was a member of the Royal Institute of Painters in Watercolour. 

  The Antelope Cycle Works is based in Kelly Street, on the site of the old St 

Pancras Parish Pound.

1890   Florence Varney is shot dead at the Victory Tavern, no.41 Castlehaven Road

1898   The pupils at Holy Trinity School are given a week’s holiday to celebrate the 

Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria, and commemorative medals are given to 

each of the children.

1880   The London Street Tramways Company lays its tracks along Prince of 

Wales Road.
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1901   Frederick Lawrence, author of a biography of Henry Fielding lives at 41 

Hawley Road

1911   An open-air cinema opens on the corner of Prince of Wales and Kentish Town 

Road (No. 1 Prince of Wales Road). The ‘Garden Cinema’ operates during the 

summer, and closes in 1913 when the (indoor) Palace Cinema opens opposite.

1929   The North Western Polytechnic College at No. 1 Prince of Wales is officially 

opened by the Prince of Wales in October, to huge crowds

1930s   Regular Saturday dances are held at the Holy Trinity Memorial Hall on Hawley 

Road

1938   Grange Road and Victoria Road are united and renamed ‘Castlehaven Road’ 

after Elizabeth, Countess of Castlehaven, whose name is chosen at random 

from her grave in Old St Pancras Church.

1939   The Holy Trinity Memorial Hall is taken over by ‘Post Office Authorities’. It is 

later used as a rest centre for victims of bombing, but is damaged in the 1940 

blitz.

1944   The top of the spire of Holy Trinity Church is knocked off by a doodlebug

1947   The film ‘It Always Rains on Sunday’ is shot in and around the Harmood St/ 

Hartland Rd/ Holy Trinity Area.

 Building work begins on the Clarence Way estate.

1960s   St Pancras Council starts a project of redevelopment in the area, which is 

continued by the newly formed Camden Council in 1965.

1898   Charles Booth walks the area accompanied by local police inspector 

W Tomkin to update his poverty map. The neighbourhood is home 

to ‘respectable working-class’ families, but houses are generally run 

down and overcrowded, and Booth describes Leybourne Road as ‘very 

rough…with some thieves’. Kelly Street is recorded as ‘the worst street 

for immorality in the division’; numbers 49 and 51 are suspected of 

being regular brothels.

1920s   The coach works in Harmood Street begin to operate motor buses. 

‘The Mohawk Motor Cab and Bus Services’ operate from the site until it 

is bombed in WWII and redeveloped as commercial premises

1965   Our area becomes part of the newly formed London Borough of 

Camden, an amalgamation of the the former metropolitan boroughs of 

Hampstead and Holborn, and St Pancras.
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1986   CCA appoint their first employee, and subsequently secure funding to 

refurbish the derelict ‘Old Piano Warehouse’. In August the ‘Old Piano 

Warehouse’ building opens for business!

1987   CCA take over the site on the other side of the railway line, and start 

fundraising for a new community centre building.

1990s   CCA continues to grow. Programmes for young children, teenagers and older 

people continue to expand, and a soup kitchen is operated out of the Old 

Piano Warehouse, feeding local people in need. A football pitch and changing 

rooms are added to the Castlehaven site.

2002   Hit band Coldplay film the music video for their track ‘The Scientist’ around  

Castlehaven Community Centre. 

2008   A fire breaks out in Camden Market, and badly damages the Hawley Arms 

pub on Castlehaven Road. 

2015   The Quality Street Christmas advert is filmed on Clarence Way

1985   Castlehaven Community Association is established by a group of local 

residents concerned about the lack of facilities for children and older people

2000s   CCA continue to serve the needs of local people, with a continued 

emphasis on services for young people and over 60s. The Old Piano 

Warehouse is knocked down and replaced by The Haven Building. 

Youth services include a popular youth club and after school clubs.

2016   Castlehaven Community Centre celebrate their 30th Anniversary – 

Happy Birthday Castlehaven!

1988   CCA receive keys to the new Community Centre Building at 21 

Castlehaven Road on 24th March.
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Castlehaven Community Association,  

The Haven, 23 Castlehaven Road, 

London, NW1 8RU

       020 7485 3386

       info@castlehaven.org.uk

 

       @CCA_Camden

       Find us on Facebook

www.castlehaven.org.uk
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sponsorships to help our community park thrive 
and survive. It is extremely easy to do just call 
us or visit our website for more information on 
how to do this.
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